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QUAD Construction Recognized with Journal Record Top Projects Award for FISTA STEM Lab Project

QUAD Construction honored for delivering landmark STEM education facility at FISTA Innovation Park
LAWTON, OK — The construction of the FISTA Innovation Park STEM Lab has been recognized as a Top
Projects Award winner by the The Journal Record, with the award presented to QUAD Construction for
its outstanding work delivering the facility.

The award highlights one of Oklahoma’s most impactful recent construction projects and recognizes the
successful collaboration between FISTA, QUAD Construction, and the design team at Tradesman
Architectural in bringing the STEM Lab to life.

Developed by FISTA Innovation Park, the STEM Lab serves as a hands-on science, technology,
engineering, and mathematics education hub for students and educators across Southwest Oklahoma.
The facility was designed to connect classroom learning with real-world technologies while
strengthening the long-term workforce pipeline that supports both the regional economy and the
mission at Fort Sill.

Since opening, the STEM Lab has already served more than 5,000 students and engaged over 100
educators through hands-on programming, demonstrations, and immersive STEM learning experiences.
The lab introduces students to emerging technologies and career pathways that support both the
defense industry and the rapidly evolving technology workforce.

“FISTA’s mission has always been to connect innovation, education, and national defense,” said Dr.
Krista Ratliff, President and CEO of FISTA Innovation Park. “The STEM Lab is a tangible example of that
mission in action. This facility is introducing students to advanced technologies, building a workforce
pipeline for the future, and strengthening the innovation ecosystem surrounding Fort Sill. We are proud
to see the project recognized and to celebrate the outstanding work of QUAD Construction in bringing
this vision to life.”

QUAD Construction served as construction manager for the project, working closely with FISTA and the
architectural team to deliver a facility designed to support immersive STEM programming and
collaborative learning.

“We are honored to receive the Top Projects Award for the FISTA STEM Lab,” said Matt Thomas, Owner
and President of QUAD Construction. “This project represents what can happen when a community
invests in its future. Working alongside FISTA and the design team, our goal was to create a space that
inspires curiosity and gives students the opportunity to experience science and technology firsthand.”
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The architectural design for the STEM Lab was led by Tradesman Architectural Studios, whose team
focused on creating a flexible and engaging learning environment capable of supporting hands-on
demonstrations and interactive STEM education.

“From the beginning, FISTA had a clear vision for what this facility could become,” said John Semtner,
Principal at Tradesman Architectural Studios. “Designing a space dedicated to inspiring students and
supporting STEM education was an exciting opportunity for our team, and we are proud to have
partnered with FISTA and QUAD Construction on a project that will serve the community for years to
come.”

Local leaders also emphasized the importance of STEM investment in shaping the region’s future.

“The impact of STEM education on the future of the Lawton—Fort Sill community cannot be overstated,”
said Stan Booker, Mayor of Lawton. “Facilities like the FISTA STEM Lab help prepare our students for the
high-skill careers of tomorrow while strengthening the connection between education, innovation, and
the mission at Fort Sill.”

Recognition by The Journal Record highlights not only the quality of construction delivered by QUAD
Construction, but also the broader impact of the project itself. FISTA also recognizes the exceptional
work of QUAD Construction and Tradesman Architectural, whose collaboration, craftsmanship, and
design expertise helped transform the vision for the STEM Lab into a state-of-the-art learning
environment that will serve the Lawton—Fort Sill community for generations.

About FISTA Innovation Park

FISTA Innovation Park is a public-private partnership advancing defense innovation, workforce
development, and economic growth in Southwest Oklahoma. Located adjacent to Fort Sill, FISTA
connects industry, academia, and government to accelerate emerging technologies while building the
next-generation workforce through initiatives such as the FISTA STEM Lab. For more information about
FISTA Innovation Park, visit www.thefista.com

About QUAD Construction

QUAD Construction is an Oklahoma City—based construction management firm known for delivering
high-quality commercial and institutional projects across the state. QUAD partners with clients and
design teams to deliver projects that strengthen communities and create lasting impact. For more
information about QUAD Construction, visit www.QUAD.build

About Tradesman Architectural Studios

Tradesman Architectural Studios is an Oklahoma-based architecture and design firm specializing in
innovative, functional spaces for education, business, and community use. The firm focuses on
collaborative design and creating environments that inspire learning, innovation, and engagement. For
more information about Tradesman Architectural Studios, visit www.tradesmanstudios.com
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